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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Hannah Miller House is a rare Virginia variant of a Continental house type, the 

one-cell bank house commonly found in Pennsylvania. The rubble stone structure is two 
stories tall, set on a full, but not fully excavated, basement. There is a single opening 
in each story on each of three sides, except in the main (downhill) facade of the first 
story, which has two bays of openings. On the fourth (uphill or west) side is an exterior 
gable-end chimney. Entrance to the basement is at grade, and entrance to the first floor 
is through a door in the gable, approached by a porch. The windows are glazed with 616 
sash. Characteristic of many European-derived stone houses of Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
the uphill eaves are returned by a whitewashed ashlar piece set into and flush with the 
exterior surface of the gables on the uphill (west) end. The east facade eaves have been 
reworked to match the early 20th-century frame wing attached to the north side of the 
house. The latter, a three-bay, gable-roofed structure with a central stove flue and 6/6 
sash, is of little architectural interest. Another exterior feature worth noting is the 
wide cellar door with its four vertical beaded boards and its long strap hinges with 
button finials. 

As one might expect, the little-altered interior of the house, with its Single room 
on each floor, is absolutely plain. The only decorative feature of note is the closed 
stair in the northeast comer of each level. It also has a handsome vertical-board and 
horizontal-batten door with long finely crafted strap hinges hung on pintles. A similar 
door adorns the small closet door under the stairs. 

B O W M Y  JUSTIFICATION 

The register bounds of this tiny house comprise a small square bounded on the west 
and east by the edge of the escarpment on which the house sits and by the road respectively. 
The north and south bounds are imaginary lines drawn perpendicular to the road at the 
points where the 1300-foot contour diverges from the road. The bounds represent the 
approximate limits of the house's yard. 
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A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 
ca. 1814 BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hannah Miller House i s  the only known Virginia example of a Continental bank 
house, a Swiss-devised house form employed t o  take advantage of h i l l y  s i t e s  and introduced 
t o  America by s e t t l e r s  of German extraction.  It stands on par t  of the  t r a c t  owned by Henry 
Miller, founder of the  loca l ly  renowned Mossy Creek Iron Furnace, and was b u i l t  ca. 1814 
t o  house Mil ler ' s  widow Hannah (d. 1823) a f t e r  the main house was sold. A s  such, it i s  
an ear ly  example of a ~ t b ' c k l i ,  a s m a l l  house s e t  aside f o r  r e t i r ed  parents. This i s  a 
t rad i t ion  common i n  Pennsylvania but l i k e  the bank-house form i s  r a re  i n  Virginia. 

Henry Miller came from Pennsylvania t o  Augusta County short ly  before the American 
Revolution and began t o  acquire la rge  t r a c t s  of land. By the time of h i s  death i n  1796, he1 
had b u i l t  a l a rge  s tonehouse on h i s  pr incipal  1150-acre t r ac t .  

i 
r Miller 's  e s t a t e  was not divided u n t i l  1814, when a l l  of h i s  children had reached 

majority. The home t r a c t  "on the Mossy Creek Glade ...g eneral ly  i n  the  neighborhood of 
h i s  Iron Works" was purchased by a son, Samuel Miller. However, the e lde r  Miller had 
s t ipulated i n  h i s  w i l l  tha t  when the property was sold,  the executors should "provide a 
comfortable house and good garden f o r  my wife a t  the expense of a l l  my children f o r  her 
during her l i f e  i f  she remain a widow." The present stone house was apparently b u i l t  t o  
accommodate her a t  the time of the settlement. It sits on a h i l l s i d e  and looks across 
Mossy Creek Glade toward Henry Mil ler ' s  mansion house. 

When Samuel Miller died i n  1836, h i s  e s t a t e  was sold t o  Henry Keneagy. I n  1843 
Keneagy was ex t r ica ted  from indebtedness by his fa ther  John Keneagy, who bought t he  
property f o r  h i s  daughter and son-in-law but reserved f o r  h i s  wife Mary the r i gh t  " i f  she 
survives him t o  l i v e  and dwell during her l i f e  i n  the ( s i c ) o r  i n  any of the houses on the 
lands." Mary Keneagy may have used the Hannah Miller house. I 

I 

William Joseph (d. 1941) purchased the  property i n  1930. H i s  h e i r s  divided the land 
i n  1945, which was the f i r s t  time tha t  the Henry and Hannah Miller houses had been i n  
separate ownership since they were bu i l t .  The house i s  now ren ta l  property, presently 
unoccupied. I 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL - STATEX LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 IPubl~c Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nornlnate this property for inclusio in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and proced&et fort)rbv t h d d d k  Service. 






